INTERVIEW WITH BOB BLACKMAN
1. Have you always held an interest in writing?

If I ever had a pen in my hand I was more likely to draw with it. My writing grew out of a love of reading but I increasingly found that many books did not entertain me as much as would have liked so – inspired by the likes of Terry Pratchett, Douglas Adams and more recently Jasper Fforde – I wrote to amuse myself and my friends.

2. What inspired you to write this particular story?

Good versus evil is a well established theme. They seem to need each other but I can’t understand what motivates evil. Baddies don’t seem to have much fun. From a very early age I could only assume that good’s propaganda didn’t want the baddies to be seen to getting a kick out of what they do. An awful lot of badness has been committed in the name of good. 
And does someone like Voldemort ever consider his recruitment and retention policy? It can’t be much fun if you’re on his side. Promotion prospects? Dead man’s shoes. Retirement package? An irrelevance.
From that I began to wonder about the controlling aspects of religion and moralising and wondered if there was a third force in the universe. Gradually, I conceived the idea of the forces of bland working behind the scenes to control us with “divide and rule.” 
And when I read J B Priestley’s short horror story The Grey Ones and about heard the Yezidis I wanted to explore the idea of reconciliation between good and evil. Maybe the idea that these old enemies have been manipulated for so long is what brings them back together.
 
3. J B Priestley’s The Grey Ones? What’s that about?

It’s about a guy being interviewed by a psychiatrist because he’s realised that evil isn’t all red and black; it’s a more subtle stifling grey.  He’s stumbled across the soul destroying Grey Ones who snuff out the enjoyment from everything. 

It’s just a short story but I thought it was great and mentioned it a few years ago on a car club discussion group on the internet. Many of us were griping at the petty restrictions imposed on us and one of my mates followed my recommendation and went out and bought it in an anthology but didn’t like it! I realised then that if I could offer some measure of hope then I might be onto something.
4. And who are what are the Yezidis?

They are devil propitiators who believe that God and Satan have become reconciled and the devil is now in charge of the world. It’s a Middle Eastern cult that is either a Christian or Moslem heresy so everybody persecutes them. I think it’s such a big idea it freaks people out.

5. Are you a disciplined writer? 
(laughs) Not in the least! If it feels good I do it. 
6. Did you set aside a certain amount of time each day for creating your book or, once started, did you feel compelled to continue writing 24/7 until the book was finished?

When an idea grabs me, I have to get it down on paper. And I get ideas all the time. A girlfriend once told me that there was so much noise inside my head she could almost hear it. I think she found me a bit distant, a bit distracted some of the time. I have to keep my imagination amused.

But I still have a day job so I can’t indulge myself all the time. You have to be patient and determined. I think messing around with old cars helps. 
7. Do your family members and friends support you in your writing ventures?
They buy my books! They take the piss out of me, too – “Here he comes the famous author. I wonder if he’ll speak to us today?” – but they’re actually right behind me and some are almost more enthusiastic about my writing than I am!

But I find it’s best to live alone. I live in something of a creative flux and if something inspires me I gotta explore the connections. I’m a gregarious hermit. I’ve got a good social life but value my own space. My home is a sanctuary for thinking and going a bit mad.
8. There’s a very strong look running throughout your website, promotional material and book designs. Was this your idea or did you commission a “look”?

It was my idea although I had some help with website templates and book cover templates. I espouse the punk DIY outlook but realise some things can be done better by experts who practise a lot. I’m lucky because I’m visual a swell as wordy. It’s my design background, although that was more three-dimensional. 

However, industrial designers still had to learn how to do presentational drawings and I’ve kept all my marker pens. I do the artwork for the covers and website and really enjoy drawing again after not doing much for a few years. 

And I think the covers are brilliant! Each book has a different coloured go-faster stripe – red for The Horsepower Whisperer, green for The Wormton Lamb. I reckon they’ll look great on a shelf side by side but have yet to see the final proof for The Wormton Lamb.
9. Like many writers, do you find pursuing marketing strategies more
problematic than the actual writing of a book?
Yes. How do I reach my potential readers is a constant question. The internet allows all manner of connections to be made, though, and I enjoy setting up new ones and getting feed back from ones I’ve set up.

I think branding is very important and one that many publishers don’t address. What can you expect from a Bob Blackman book? Humour, engaging characters, lots of ideas, something to raise the spirit and lighten the heart. But no orcs, elves and wizards. I’ve become bored with them.
Mind you Hob is a whizz-herd. And there are gremlins, grauniads, G-gnomes and track fairies.
10. I believe there are other books on the horizon. Can you tell me about
them?

The next book is The Wormton Lamb. I originally imposed a deadline of Easter 2008 for its release but now realise that this is too soon after The Horsepower Whisperer. It’s all done but The Horsepower Whisperer needs more time to establish its reputation. It should also work some magic for Bob Blackman, the brand. I’m still a bit too much of a cult at the moment. As The Wormton Lamb is about spring lambikins, late winter is the best time for it so I plan to sit on it until then and build up the pre-publication interest.

I’m currently working on book number three, The Grey Ones, part two of The Soul Trader Trilogy. We’ve had Hob battling the forces of good and bland. Now evil and bland enter into a deal over our God-given souls. 
Another stand alone story, inspired by my childhood in the Perranporth area, will follow that. Again, some parts of that have been done. You can see how I often plan to be spontaneous when I work. Hob’s in that, too, but only fleetingly.
And then I’ll finish off the Soul Trader Trilogy with The Wild Hunt. Bits of that have been drafted as part of the processes that generated The Horsepower Whisperer and The Grey Ones. All I’ve got to do is settle down to join up the bits with new material and have a ball! 
